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ToC

● DigiBib portal
➔ overview

 Background
 Functionality
 Customers
 Cooperative aspects

➔ Current development
● OpenURL Gateway
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DigiBib portal
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Background

● http://www.digibib.net/
● Created 1999
● To improve visibility of printed and electronic 

holdings; to provide easier access to highly 
different databases

● Custom software, source code available to hbz
● hbz has distribution rights for non-profit 

organizations in German-speaking countries
● Unfortunately not open source

file:///home/jansen/Dokumente/hbz/pr%C3%A4sentationen_artikel/2012/CALIS/(http:%2F%2Fwww.digibib.net%2F
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Functionality I

● Centered around metasearch (federated search)
> 500 databases and catalogs

● Browsing interface (by subject & alphabetically)
➔ Electronic Journals Library (EZB)
➔ DigiLink and Database Infosystem (DBIS)

● End-user interface for online ILL
(search + order + track (account))

● Integrated OpenURL Resolver

http://ezb.uni-regensburg.de/
http://www.bibliothek.uni-regensburg.de/dbinfo/
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Functionality II

● Hosted service – all administration done by hbz
● Single, multi-client capable system
● Extensively customizable “Views”

(layout, functionality and content)
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Customers

● > 250 academic, public & special libraries
● Mainly from North Rhine – Westphalia, but also 

from all over Germany
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Cooperative aspects I

● Catalogs of other local libraries usually 
integrated in a “View”
➔ Federated search of all nearby holdings
➔ Local holdings checked for in integrated link 

resolver
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Cooperative aspects II

● Numerous “Shared Views”
➔ Public libraries within one or more rural districts
➔ Academic libraries within densely populated 

metropolitan areas
➔ Mixtures

● Creating a “Shared View” sometimes starting 
point for intensified cooperation
e.g. “KölnBib” (~ “CologneLibs”)
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http://www.koelnbib.de/

http://www.koelnbib.de/
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Current Development
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Development I

● Replacing (augment, complement) federated 
search by integration of discovery services

● Proxy between portal and discovery service API 
 make it easy to switch service provider→

● Prototype for EDS implemented
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Development II

● Integrate OPAC functionality in DigiBib to 
completely replace native OPAC

● Already in productive use for first library
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Development III

● Interface optimized for mobile devices
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OpenURL Gateway
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OpenURL Gateway

● Every library that 
operates a resolver 
can register it

● Every Website can 
link to the gateway

  http://openurlgw.hbz-nrw.de/

Any Website where bibliographic 
references are provided 

(subject guides, WikiPedia, ...)

OpenURL Gateway

Local OpenURL Resolver

                   links to

                                Redirects user to

http://openurlgw.hbz-nrw.de/




11.10.2012 H. Jansen - DigiBib Portal - Presentation for CALIS delegation 24

Thanks!

Questions?

Heiko Jansen, MA LIS

+49 221 400 75 – 150

jansen@hbz-nrw.de
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